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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1956 


Untrep States SeNATE SUBCOMMITTEE 
To InvesticaTE THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
InTeRNAL Securrry Act AnD Orner INTERNAL 
Securrry Laws, oF THE CoMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 11: 05 a. m., in the caucus 
room, Senate Office Building, Senator Olin D. Johnston presiding. 

Present: Senator Johnston. : 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; J. G. Sourwine, asso- 
ciate counsel; William A. Rusher, associate counsel; Benjamin Man- 
del, director of research; and Robert McManus, research analyst. 

Senator Jounsron. The subcommittee will come to order. 

We have an oath here that we will ask the interpreter to listen to 
very carefully. 

o you solemnly swear that you will truly interpret to the witness 
the questions directed to him, and will truly interpret the answers 
given by the witness, to the best of your ability, so help you God? 

Miss Low. I do. 

Senator Jounston. Counsel, you may proceed with the witness. 

I think, before we start, I want to say that it is very important that 
we get a true picture of what is going on in Hungary at the present 
time. All Americans and all people in America that believe in 
our way of life—and I am glad to say that most of the people in the 
United States do—are very much interested in this matter of Hungary 
at the present time, or any other activities that may be going on here 
in America or elsewhere by the Communists. 

We want to know how they go about it, in order to keep the Com- 
munists from breaking down our way of life. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, we have here today a young man—he will 
give his age as 21—who was the head of a large student organization 
in one of the westernmost counties of Hungary. When the revolu- 
tion took shape, despite the fact that he had only 2 months’ military 
training, he was elected to be the head of 6,000 men. 

These are facts that he will testify to, Senator, as we go along today. 

But he has been chosen by the Hungarian fighters to come to the 
United States, and the subcommittee heard about his presence in the 
country, and we asked him to come here today to give testimony along 
the lines that you have described, Senator. 

Senator Jonnston. And I suppose that that is the reason that you 
have him masked at the present time. 

- Mr. Morris. The reason for the mask, Senator, is that this man has 
a family in Hungary. Accompanying him this morning are two peo- 
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ple who want to stress the security aspects of his visit today. One of 
them is acting as interpreter here today. They point out that, if this 
man’s picture appears in the press, or if it is picked up on any of the 
motion-picture or television cameras, that will, naturally and very 
understandably, possibly jeopardize the lives of his family. 

Rather than take that responsibility, we have agreed that he would 
appear with this mask that you see here. It is strictly for the pro- 
tection of his family, who are still in Hungary and subject to reprisal 
for what he may say here today. 

Senator Jounston. I think that is very appropriate, and that ex- 
plains why he comes here masked today. 

Mr. Morris. Will you stand and raise your right hand? 

Will the interpreter ask him to repeat after you the oath that the 
Senator will administer ? 

Senator Jounston. Do you swear the evidence you give to be the 
truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

The Inrerprerer. He says “Yes.” 

Mr. Morris. Now, this witness, Senator, will not give his right 
name here today; he has identified himself in executive session, but he 
will give us a name which he is using in connection with his visit here 
to the United States. 

What is that name? 


TESTIMONY OF ISTVAN LASZLO (AS INTERPRETED BY MARIAN 
LOW) 


The Inrerprerer. Istvan Laszlo. 

Mr. Morris. Your name is Marian Low? 

Miss Low. Marian Low. 

Mr. Morris. In what city do you reside? 

Miss Low. Cambridge, Mass. 

Mr. Morris. And when did you first meet the witness here today ? 

Miss Low. I first met him on Sunday night when he spoke at a 
rally in Boston, a protest rally for Hungarian relief, given by the 
International Rescue Committee. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Laszlo, you resided in the western part of 
Hungary, did you not? 

The Inrerererer. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And you were active in student affairs, were you not? 

The Inrerprerer. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. What county did you reside in / 

The Lyrerprerer. Sopron. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you could point to that county, Sopron 
County, on the map of Hungary that appears on the chart. 

Mr. Laszxio. Yes [indicating on map]. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us what your student activity was during 
the month of October of this year. 

The Inrerprerer. Before the revolution, or after, or during# 

Mr. Morris. We want to lead up to the revolution. Tell us, in the 
first place, what is your age. 

The Inrerprerer. 21 years. 

Mr. Morris. And, during the month of October, prior to the up- 
rising, you were engaged, as you have just told us, in student activi- 
ties; is that right? 
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The Lnrerprerer. Before the revolution he was enabled to work in 
student affairs because he was shut out of the Communist Youth Or- 
pene A few weeks before the revolution, however, his student 

riends demanded that something should be done, and this is how 
he got the leadership. 

Mr. Morris. Was there, therefore, prior to the revolution, some agi- 
tation for broadening the scope of the student activity ? 

The Inrerprerer. He says there was the Petofi circle, a Hungarian 
te group, which actually gave the idealistic leadership of this 
revolt. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us about the circumstances leading up to 
the first outbreak. 

The Lyrerrreter. The entire youth group in the university was dis- 
satisfied with the activities of the Communist Youth Organization; 
that is, the DISZ. 

Mr. Morris. You say the student body at the university became dis- 
satisfied with the Communist leadership of the student organization. 
And then what happened ? 

The Interpreter. The youth groups throughout the country left the 
Communist Youth Organization and set up a list of demands, and 
when the Hungarian radio in Budapest refused to read these demands, 
the entire country, the youth groups decided to revolt. 

Mr. Morris. What form did the revolt take? This is the revolt of 
the students? 

The Interpreter. That is right. 

The revolt started when the youth group went to the radio station 
without arms and only with stones, and just threw stones at the radio 
station. The AVH, the Hungarian security police, shot at the stu- 
dents, at which point the Hungarian students and workers in Buda- 
pest went out to the arsenal. 

Mr. Morris. Will you give a date for each one of these occurrences. 

The Lyrerrreter. The 23d. 

Mr. Morris. The 23d of October ? 

The Inrerprerer. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. That was the date that the students were refused the 
radio facilities for their demands? 

The Inrerpreter. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. And at that point they decided to engage in this revolt ? 

The Inverprerer. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. And that was, you say, on the 23d of October. Now, 
will you tell us in detail what happened in each one of these steps. 
At this point had you elected a student leader ¢ 

The Inrerrreter. By this time he was the head of the youth council 
in his town, in the county which he mentioned. 

The next day the students took over the leadership of the town 
itself. 

Mr. Morris. Now, when you were first elected student leader, how 
many students so elected you? 

The Inrerprerer. There were 1,000 students selected him as their 
leader. 

Mr. Morris. And then after the revolt took place, was the organi- 
zation that you were in charge of broadened to include others than 
students ¢ 
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The Interpreter. The organization itself was not broadened. How- 
ever, the revolt was joined first by the workers and then by the army 
itself, and, he says, in fact, the entire country. 

Mr. Morris. I wish you would give us each stage of this broadening. 
In other words, at the beginning there were just a few thousand stu- 
dents, with you as the leader ; is that right? 

The Lyrerrrerer. The thousand students were the entire university, 
all the university students, and they elected him, and he will now give 
it step by step. 

Mr. ioenns We are not asking you to name the university, because 
naturally that will identify you, because you were selected as the leader 
for a particular university. 

The Inrerprerer. He says that he was in constant communication 
with the head of the student group in Budapest, and that they coordi- 
nated all their steps according to what was going on in Budapest. 

Mr. Morris (to the interpreter). May I break in. Will you try to 
translate this in the first person. You are using the third person; if 
you will use the first person I think it will be better for our record. 

The Iwrerrreter. Yes. 

The workers in Budapest broke into the arsenal and fought the army 
with just simple arms, that is, just guns. 

In Budapest the army went to the side of the rebels. At the same 
time, in the county of Sopron, we organized the entire town, the work- 
ers and the students, and at this time we were still unarmed, and I 
sent this group out to defend the town. 

oe Morris. At this point, you were now in command of how many 
people ? 

he Inrerprerer. At this time I was head of the student regiment, 
which was about 800 students. 

Mr. Morris. But you also broadened this command of yours to in- 
clude others than students; did you not? 

The Lyrerrrerer. Various delegations from factories went to the 
student council, which was leaving the county, and asked them to give 
them arms and to join them, they wanted to go to Budapest to help the 
rebels there with arms. But this was impossible at this time, because 
the students themselves did not have arms yet. 

Mr. Morris. What was the date of this occurrence? 

The Inrerrrerer. The 25th. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did any of these workers whom you have de- 
scribed thereupon join your group? 

The Lyrerprerer. Yes, the workers in the entire neighborhood 
joined the students, and not only the workers but peasant delegations 
came — promised all the help that they could give. 

Mr. Morris. Now, the ranks swelled to what number after these 
people pins you? 

ne [wrerpreTer. In the entire county, about 80,000 people. 

Mr. Morris. 80,000? 

The Iwrerrreter. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And what was the number of the group that you 
commanded ? 

The Inrerprerer. Until the revolt became armed in this county, a 
council was running the county affairs. But when they formed the 
county into army units they made me the military leader, and I had 
about 5,000 men under me. 
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Mr. Morris. Now, how did you obtain arms? 

The Lyrerrrerer. When the army units in the county saw that 
the workers and the students were organizing, they came to us—they 
took down the red stars from their caps and put on red, white, and 

een, the national colors, on their caps. And when we saw that 
this was happening, we asked, the council asked the heads of the 
police, the border guards, and the army in the county to come to us 
and to give us arms. 

Some of them were reluctant, but the police head was the first to 
give them to us, and later on the others also acceded to our demands. 

We received larger arms from units near our town 

Mr. Morris. Military units? 

The Iyrerrrerer. Military units near our town, where there were 
larger army divisions who also joined our revolt. 

Mr. Morris. At this time how much military training had you had? 

The Inrerrrerer. I had only 2 months’ military training, which 
I received as a university student, but I was only a foot soldier there 
and I had no officer’s training whatever. 

Mr. Morris. Now, after you and your group obtained arms; what 
did you do? 

The Inrerrrerer. We set up military regiments, formed of stu- 
dents and other groups, and we sent them out to defend a 6-mile line. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us roughly where this 6-mile line is on 
that map? 

Mr. Laszio. Yes. [Pointing.] 

Mr. Morris. You are very near the border; are you not ? 

(Mr. Laszlo points on the map. ) 

cy Morris. Now, up until this point had there been any blood- 
she 

The lyrerrrerer. No; up to now there was no bloodshed. 

Mr. Morris. And all the people that you encountered, the police 
and the Hungarian military forces and the border patrol, none of them 
offered you any resistance ? 

The Lyrerererer. Not only did they not resist, but I have to say 
that when the Soviet memorial statue was thrown down, the police 
corer himself, the commander of police officers, helped to bring 
it down. 

Mr. Morris. Now, when did Soviet or Russian forces first appear 
on the scene, as far as you are concerned ? 

The Inrerrrerer. Around the 30th of October. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you said that you and your group went forth 
to defend the particular area that you have described. Did you 
establish some kind of a military formation ? 

The Inrerrrerer. There were three lines along the 6-mile line that 
I pointed out. The first one was the artillery, the second the stu- 
dents, and the third the workers. They each formed separate regi- 
ments. 

Mr. Morris. And you were the commander of that particular 
formation ? 

The Inrerrreter. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Now, when did the Soviet forces first appear? 

The Inverrrerer. On the 30th, 30 tanks came from the city of 
Gyér toward the town where I was. 

72723—517—pt. 462 
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Mr. Morris. Will you spell that city, please? 

The Lyrerrreter. G-y-6-r; there are two accents on the “6.” The 
name usually used on foreign maps is Rab. 

Mr. Morris. So Gydr is often called Rab? 

The Iyrerrreter. Yes; it is. 

(Pointing on map:) The Soviet tanks came toward the town, and 
they were stopped before one of the villages because they met our 
units there. After a brief firing, the Soviet commander declared an 
armistice and moved back from the county. 

They went back in the direction of Gy6r, which is where they came 
from. 

Mr. Morris. Now, what had your experiences been with Russian 
military forces occupying Hungary / 

The Lyrerrreter. Those Russian troops which came into the coun- 
tray then and which were in the country then agreed with the revo- 
lutionists and were on the side of the rebels. 

I will tell of several instances to prove this. 

Mr. Morris. Please tell us those instances. 

The Lyrerrrerer. Many of the Soviet soldiers told us that they 
were sent to fight Fascist uprisings, but when we told them, and 
when they saw they were actually fighting against the people, they 
refused to fight us, they refused to shoot us, and they asked the Imre 
Nagy government to give them asylum. 

In Budapest, it happened that an officer commanding a tank got 
out of his tank with a white flag and gave the tank to the Hungarian 
rebels. 

It also happened in Budapest when one of the tank units was going 
down Andrassy Avenue that the first, the leading tank, turned its 
gun on the Soviet tanks behind it and shot at his comrades. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us what you did when you were the com- 
mander of this group which you have described, when the Russian 
tank commander dedaeed an armistice, when he put up a white flag 
and declared an armistice; will you tell us what you did then? 

The Interpreter. When the armistice was declared, a large Soviet 
tank unit came to the outskirts of our town, where they faced our 
armed units. I went to meet them with a white flag to ask them why, 
since there was an armistice, they came to us. And although I came 
with a white flag, the Russian soldiers greeted me with a tommy 
gun and took me to their commander. 

I asked them what they were doing there, and he said they had 
good news for me, the Russian troops were leaving Hungary, they 
were actually just there to prevent Western armed help from coming 
through the border. 

The interpreter, the Russian interpreter who was with me, gave 
the officer one of the pamphlets which he had printed in Russian, 
with our demands. The Russian officer read this—— 

Mr. Morris. What were these pamphlets that you refer to? 

The Inrerpreter. The pamphlet stated in Russian, asked the Rus- 
sians to leave the country, since they were fighting an entire nation 
of people that merely wanted its freedom. 

Mr. Morris. How many such pamphlets were prepared ? 

The Lywrerprerer. We printed 4 kinds of pamphlets, and we got 1 
from the Radio Free Europe Committee. 

Mr. Morris. And in what quantity were these produced ? 
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The Inrerprerer. We printed 4,000, and we got about 1,000 from 
Free Europe. 

Mr. Morris. What were the demands that you set forth in these 
pamphlets? 

The Inrerrrerer. I have already told what we said in our pam- 
phlets, that we wanted liberty, we wanted the Russians to leave the 
country. The Free Europe pamphlet demanded that there should 
be a revolt in Russia itself, addressed to Russia, and that the Rus- 
sians should not oppress and suppress Hungary’s fight for freedom. 

Mr. Morris. And what were the limits of your demands? 

The Inrerrreter. This was the demand, that they should leave the 
country. And I think we stated that this was a nation fighting and 
not Fascist groups. 

Mr. Morris. And that was the extent ? 

The Lyrerpreter. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you would tell us at. this time what the 
general conditions were in the country that gave rise to this uprising. 

The Iyrerrrerer. I would not say that the first cause of the revolt 
was material. I would say that the most important was idealistic, 
and mental oppression. But I would add that a material depression 
and economic problems added to it, as well. 

To prove that the main cause was not material, when the Kadar 
government promised double wages to the workers to stop the general 
strike, nobody stopped the strike. 

Mr. Morris. You had a security police in Hungary ; did you not? 

The Inrerrrerer. Yes; there was a security police, the AVH, which 
terrorized the entire country continually. And it proved by its 
he ray that it represents only the Rakosi government, or the Soviet 

nion. 

Mr. Morris. What was the makeup of these security police? Were 
they mostly Hungarian nationals, or were there Russians and other 
nationals involved ? 

The Inverrrerer. The AVH consisted mostly of Hungarians, but 
the top leaders are Russians. One of the leaders was Mihaly Farkas. 

Mr. Morris. Those leaders that you mentioned, were they Hun- 
garian? - 

The Inrerrreter. Yes; they were Hungarian. 

Mr. Morris. For the most part, though, the leaders were Russian ; 
is that right? 

The Inrerrrerer. Yes; the leaders were mostly Russian, and both 
Farkas, as well as Ernest Gero, had Soviet citizenship. 

Mr. Morris. Ernest Gero had Soviet citizenship / 

The Inrerrrerer. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you could tell me what the makeup of 
the Soviet police, or the AVH, as you call them, was in your particular 
county. 

The Inrerprerer. Before the revolution it was difficult to know 
who the top leaders were, and during the revolution we shut them up 
in order to hold a trial later and to examine their cases. Among them 
there were Russians. 

Mr. Morris. Tell us in detail how you shut them up, as you say; 
tell us of that. 

The Interpreter. When we received arms, we went out to arrest 
the members of the AVH. We found them in different places, some- 
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times hiding in attics and sometimes trembling, coming to us and 

giving us their arms. We also arrested a number of A men who 

a coming armed in their cars from Budapest trying to get to the 
est. 

Thus, we disarmed and arrested about 250 members of the security 
police, whom we shut up in the town prison. 

Mr. Morris. Now, did you then inspect their headquarters? 

The Iyrerrrerer. Yes. During the revolution, the people broke 
into the AVH headquarters in my town, as well as in Gyor and in 
Budapest, as well as other towns in Hungary. Here they found tor- 
ture instruments, which prove the statements I made about them 
before. Among these was a small chamber with a roof that could be 
pushed down so that the person in this chamber was completely 
crushed. 

Mr. Morris. Did you see that with your own eyes? 

The Inrerrrerer. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us what other instruments of torture you 
personally experienced? After a while you went to Budapest, did 
you not? I don’t want to get ahead of the story, but later on you 
went to Budapest ; is that right ? 

The Lnrerprerer. Yes; 1 was in Budapest for 1 day. 

Mr. Morris. And there you also saw some of the headquarters of 
AVH, did you not ? 

The Inrerrretrer. Yes; there I saw a security-police crematory. 

Mr. Morris. Now, all together, will you tell us, both in your own 
town and in your own county and in Budapest, what torture instru- 
ments and torture chambers that you did see that were maintained 
by the AVH? 

The Inrerpreter. Yes. 

I saw one chamber in which they hanged people by their feet, about 
half a meter from the ground. d at the left of their hands there 
were two steel plates which moved toward each other. The situation 
was all right when they could hold their hands next to their body, 
but as soon as their hands fell down they were crushed by these two 
steel plates. 

The beginning of this torture was usually that people were made to 
stand against a white wall with their feet pushed against the wall and 
their hands behind their bodies, and con to stand there for hours, 
which was both physically and mentally true torture. 

As far as physical hurt, that is, beatings, and so forth, that was 
just the beginning of such a process. 

Mr. Morris. And these instruments of torture which you have de- 
scribed you personally saw after the initial success of your uprising? 

The Inrerprerer. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Now, is there anything else you can tell us about that 

articular subject, that is, the AVH at this point, up until this point? 
This is now October 30, is it not ? 

The Inrerpreter. Yes. 

When the Hungarian Government declared the armistice and the 
Soviets themselves were holding the armistice, the AVH alone did not 
put down their arms, because they knew that they themselves could 
expect nothing but death or prison. 
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As far as my personal experience is concerned, I myself spent some 
time at AVH headquarters, and I myself went through this standing 
against the white wall. 

Mr. Morris. You mean, you personally had been arrested by the 
AVH? 

The Inrerrrerer. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. When was that? 

The Inrerrrerer. One year ago—in January, last year. 

Mr. Morris. And why were you apprehended by the AVH? 

The Interpreter. It is a long story, but I think I can just say that 
our university had traditions that went back to Hungary’s freedom 
fight at other times. And I wanted to bring back these traditions, al- 
though the Communists had forbidden them. And for this I was first 
shut out of the Hungarian Communist Youth Organization, and then 
taken to the AVH and given this going over. 

Mr. Morris. How long were you detained by the AVH? 

The Interpreter. I was there 2 days, and after that I had to report 
to them for observation. 

Mr. Morris. And you were subjected to torture, as you have de- 
scribed ? 

The Interpreter. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Now, may we go back to this truce formation in which 
you and your forces were arrayed on one side against the Soviet tanks 
on the other, you had this truce, and you approached the Russian tank 
commander. What happened after that? 

The Interpreter. After we went up there-—— 

Mr. Morris. After there was this truce. 

The Interpreter. After that our delegation went back to the town 
by car, and since there was an armistice we went to bed in peace for 
the first time in 2 weeks. 

The next dawn I was awakened by the news that the Russians have 
started a general offensive against Hungary, and that new tank units 
were coming toward our town from the direction of Gyér. 

Mr. Morris. Were these the same tank units that you had encoun- 
tered earlier? 

he Inverpreter. Yes, they were. 

Mr. Morris. Proceed. Tell us what happened. 

The Inrerrreter. When we heard the general offensive we mo- 
bilized all our units and sent them out to the point where the Russian 
tanks were coming. The entire headquarters was in an uproar, and 
our telephone connections with the entire country were stopped. 
Therefore, we were depending entirely on our own forces. 

Firing began between our forces and the Russian tanks, and they 
brought news from the border that Anna Kethly, who had been in 
Vienna, was trying to get back to the country and was coming to our 
to 


wn. 

I asked all the leaders of the military units to come to headquarters, 
and I also asked Anna Kethly to participate in our talks. 

Anna Kethly said that if she was unable to reach Budapest because 
of the fighting, she would return to Vienna, and from Vienna go 
to New York and try to tell the U. N. that the Kadar government was 
not the legal vernment, and that the Nagy government was de- 
manding that the Russian troops leave Hungary. 
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Somebody in the council decided that somebody from our group 
should go to the U. N. with Anna Kethly to represent all Hungarians, 
and they elected me to be this person. 

My task was not to stay in America for a long time; I was merely to 
go to the U. N. and represent our cause there. 

Mr. Morris. Did you then proceed to the United States? 

The Inrerrreter. Yes. 

This was Sunday at noon, and in the afternoon we took a plane 

Mr. Morris, This was a week ago Sunday ? 

The Inrerrrerer. Yes. And on Monday we were in New York, 
on the 5th. 

Mr. Morris. Now, would it be violating any security to say how you 
left Hungary and got into Austria? 5 

The Inrerpreter. I can say. I got in the first car, Imre Szelig got 
into the second car, and Anna Kethly got into the third. And until 
the border, I was watching with arms, because I was not sure that we 
would not be attacked. 

On the way we were not attacked, and the Austrian Minister of 
Interior gave the order to allow us to pass the border. 

Mr. Morris. May I recapitulate here. The first truce had been 
effected between you and the tank commander, and that was observed 
for a period of 1 day; is that right? 

The Inrerrrerer. No; the armistice lasted more than 1 day, and this 
event of which I told you happened on the last day of the armistice. 

Mr. Morris. How long did the armistice last, from what date to 
what other date in October ? 

The Inrerrrerer. The armistice lasted about 4 days, from the 30th 
to the 3d. And during that time we sent Red Cross units to Budapest 
with a convoy. 

Mr. Morris. And you yourself went to Budapest ; did you not? 

The Inrerpreter. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Morrts. What date did you go to Budapest? 

The Interpreter. I am afraid I can’t remember that. It must have 
been about the middle of the armistice. 

Mr. Morris. And you stayed there for only 1 day? 

The Inrerpreter. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Now, what conditions did you observe in Budapest? 

The Inrerrrerer. I saw the city was in ruins, which was bad as after 
1945. In fact, in the last days of the revolution some more of this 
had taken place, so, at the moment, the city is in ruins more than after 
the Second World War. 

Now, I shall tell what I myself saw. The streetcar lines are either 
bombed or mined or taken up. For quite a while in some places you 
could not see a single house. The Soviet tanks which pass on the 
streets looking for rebels turn their guns on the houses and fire into the 
houses. 

These were the things which I saw. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you were elected by the council to go to the United 
Nations on what date? 

The Iyrerprerer. On the 4th. 

Mr. Morris. On the 4th. That is when the large Soviet counter- 
offensive began? 

The Inrerprerer. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Now, what have you done, since you have come to the 
United States, by way of presenting the case of the people you repre- 
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sent and who designated you to come to the United States, to the 
United Nations? 

The Inrerrrerer. Unfortunately, I was unable to appear before 
the U. N. Anna Kethly was able to arrange for an interview with 
Dag Hammarskjold, but I came a few minutes later and I was not 
allowed to enter. 

Mr. Morris. Have you seen any U. N. officials? 

The Inrerrrerer. Unfortunately not. I was in the U. N. Building, 
and all I saw was delegates going up the stair to a meeting. 

Mr. Morris. You have tried, however, persistently, have you not, 
to present your case? 

The Inrerrrerer. Yes, I did. And what I could not do before the 
U. N., I tried to do before the others to present my case. 

Mr. Morris. Now, do you still have hopes of carrying out your 
mandate, from the forces you represent, to the United Nations? 

The Inrerprerer. Yes; if somebody enabled me to do this, I would 
be glad to do it, because the U. N. is the first and the United States 
is the second that can force the Russians to leave Hungary, if not 
with arms, with their moral strength. 

My only wish, the Hungarian people’s only wish, is that the U. N. 
should force the Russian troops to leave Hungary. We can forge our 
freedom ourselves. 

I want to say, furthermore, that the Hungarian people do not want 
fascism, and they do not want the pre-World War II Government 
back. They want freedom and democracy. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you could answer this question. 

If Soviet forces withdrew from Hungary, knowing the temper of 
the Hungarian people as you do, do you think there would be any 
chance that Hungarian Communists could keep your country attached 
to the Soviet empire? 

The Lnrerererer. If the Russians left Hungary there would be 
free elections, and I do not believe that there are such Communists 
in Hungary today who would want to keep or could keep Hungary in 
the Soviet bloc. Hungary wants to live in freedom with all countries 
but not belong to any bloc. 

Mr. Morris. Now, you gave us some details about the Russian offi- 
cers and the Soviet. officers being well disposed and friendly to the 
Hungarian people. Are these the same Soviet forces that have 
brought such devastation on Hungary now ¢ 

The Iyrerereter. No. Since then, two Mongolian divisions have 
come from the Soviet Union, and from Czechoslovakia more divisions 
have arrived to replace the units that were friendly with us. 

Mr. Morris. Is it your testimony that the Soviet occupation military 
forces were withdrawn and these which you have mentioned, two 
Mongolian divisions, among others, have been used to crush Hungary ? 

The Inrerprerer. Nobody was taken out of Hungary, they are all 
there, but they have been increased by the Mongolians. 

And those Russian troops which have been friendly to Hungary 
before are now terrorized by their commanders into obeying. 

Senator Jounston. I believe your statement was, if the Soviet troops 


were to leave raneery you would be willing to abide by the results 
that. would follow ! : 


The InrTerprReTeR. Yes. 
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Senator Jounston. It is your belief, then, that if they were to leave 
Hungary—that is, the Soviet troops—you would then probably carry 
out the objective you had when you started your revolution? 

The Iwrerpreter. Yes. 

Senator Jounsron. And you do not fear, then, that they have a 
sufficient number of Communists that are loyal enough to give you 
any amount of trouble? 

The Interpreter. From my talks with Hungarian workers and 
former Communists, I am quite certain that there are not such Com- 
munists who could do that. 

Senator Jounstron. So the only thing you wish at this time is to 
be left alone to act, as your people see fit ? 

The Lyrerrrerer. Yes. 

Senator Jounston. That being so, I think, personally—and I am 
speaking individually now, not for the committee—I think the 
United Nations should have some committee to interview you and 
get your line of thought, for it might be real helpful in the future 
as to what the United Nations action might be. 

Any other questions ? 

Mr. Morris. I have two questions, just for the record. 

There is one point that the witness brought out in executive session 
that I would like to ask him about here, ae I think it is rather 
interesting for our record. 

You yourself personally arrested many of the AVH people, did 
you not? 

The LIyrerrrerer. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And you told us at one point how you and 6 others 
captured 13 of these AVH people, even though they were armed; 
walked into their headquarters? 

The Lyrerrrerer. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. I wonder if you would just give us that episode for 
the record, please. 

The Inrerrrerer. When the revolt started and we did not have 
arms yet, we sent six university students out to the Hungarian Com- 
munist Party headquarters, which we heard was unoccupied at the 
moment. However, it was not unoccupied; there were six party 
secretaries meeting in one of the rooms. ey were armed. 

The students simply locked the door on the armed party secre- 
taries, and when other secretaries were coming in to join this meeting 
they showed them this room; they asked where the meeting was, and 
they were led to the room, and they were allowed to enter the room, 
and the door was immediately locked again, and in this way we 
ca ye 13. a 

r. Morris. How many Hungarians died in this revolt, to your 
knowledge ? . bate 

The Iyrerrrerer. About 25,000. 

Mr. Morris. How many of those died prior to the time that you 
left on November 4? 

The Lyrerprerer. That number referred to the number of people 
who died before November 4. How many died since then, I know 
only from newspapers in this country. 

Mr. Morris. Was there much bloodshed in your own county that 
you experienced ? 
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The Inrerprerer. After the fight, 80 percent of my university 
escaped to Vienna. That 80 percent represented the remaining liv- 
ing part of our university, because the rest had died in the fight. 

Mr. Morris. When did they die, specifically, at what one of these 
stages that you have described? You haven’t told us of any bloody 
fighting where all those people could have died. 

The Scemenek In the first invasion, there was not much blood- 
shed, because it was mostly between the infantry and tank units. 
Some of the army died. In the second general offensive, a great num- 
ber of students, workers, and members of the army died. I don’t 
know exactly how many, but I know that two to three hundred defi- 
nitely died in this battle. 

Mr. Morris. That is the battle in your own county / 

The Interpreter. Yes, in my county. 

Senator Jounsron. Were there very many of the secret police 
killed ¢ 

The Interpreter. In Budapest, yes; in our town, no, because we 
did not want terror trials, we did not want to besmirch the revolution 
with such an act. 

Senator Jounston. What happened to the people that you arrested ? 

The Inrerprerer. When I left Hungary they were still arrested, 
locked up in the town prison. Since then the Russians probably have 
let them out. 

Senator Jounston. How many Russian soldiers were killed? 

The Inrerrrerer. In my county or in the entire country? 

Senator Jonnston. The entire country, if you know. 

The Interpreter. About 2,500 people in the entire country. And 
in my county, about 5 or 6 tanks, which means about 30 to 40 people. 

Mr. Morris. Thirty to forty Russian soldiers? 

The Inrerprerer. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Now, there have been reports about Soviets deporting 
trainloads of Hungarian youths and trainloads of Hungarian workers. 
Did you personally observe any of that? 

The Interpreter. No, I only heard about it. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I have no more questions of this witness. 

Senator Jounston. Any other questions? 

(No response. ) 

Senator Jounsron. I believe that completes the testimony of this 
particular witness at this time. So we will adjourn the meeting, at 
the call of the Chair. , 

(Whereupon, at 12:30 p. m., the subcommittee adjourned, subject 
to the call of the Chair.) 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1956 


Untrep States SENATE, 
SuscomMitrree To INvEsTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
oF THE [wTERNAL Security Act AND OTHER INTERNAL 
Securtry Laws, or tHE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 3 p. m., in the caucus 
room, Senate Office Building, Senator Olin D. Johnston presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; William Rusher, ad- 
ministrative counsel; Benjamin Mandel, director of research; and 
Robert McManus, research assistant. 

Senator JoHnston. The committee will come to order. 

We will begin the hearing. 

Mr. Morris, you may proceed. 

Mr. Morris. Senator Johnston, we have arranged for the witness 
here today to come into the country, and he arrived in the United 
States during this present week. He has come from Budapest. 

Now, again, Senator, we must say that, because this man has a fam- 
ily, and a rather extensive family, still in Hungary, that we cannot 
take the responsibility of identifyimg him, or in this particular case, 
identifying the job that he had in Hungary. We can say that he 
was a government worker. His age is between 30 and 40. 

As I say, he has come into the country during this past week, and 
even the method of his arrival in the country we cannot say, for se- 
curity purposes. 

And with those limitations, we can offer his testimony for the rec- 
ord. 

Now, Senator, he has written a short chronicle of the events lead- 
ing up to the revolution and of some of the events subsequent to the 
outbreak of the revolution. He wrote in Magyar, his native language. 
It has been translated for him, and it appears here in the form of a 
statement. It isn’t even finished yet; we worked on it until late last 
night. 

suggest, Senator, with zo approval, that we allow him to read 
from this—his English is fairly good—and, as he is reading we can 
break in and get supplemental information, as our own purposes 
require. 

Senator, we have here present someone who is in a representative 
capacity with the American Hungarian Federation, who is acting 
as this man’s sponsor while he is in the United States. He is going 
to be available in the event that we may need some interpreting. 

I think, Senator, that just to anticipate such a possibility, that we 
might begin the hearing by swearing in the interpreter, who is ready 
to testify now. 

Senator Jounston. Will you raise your right hand. 
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Do you solemnly swear that you will truly interpret to the witness 
the questions directed to him and will truly re the answers 
given by the witness, to the best of your ability, so help you God? 

Mr. Ronto. I do. 

Mr. Morris. What is your name? 

Mr. Ronto. John J. Ronto, John Joseph. 

Mr. Morris. In what city do you reside? 

Mr. Ronto. Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Morris. Thank you. 

(To the witness.) Will you stand and raise your right hand, please? 

Senator Jounston. Do you swear the evidence you will give before 
this subcommittee to be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Hazart. Ido. 


TESTIMONY OF ARPAD HAZAFI, ACCOMPANIED BY JOHN JOSEPH 
RONTO, AMERICAN HUNGARIAN FEDERATION 


Mr. Morris. Senator, this man has given us his name in executive 
session, and we are keeping it classified. For the purposes of his testi- 
mony here, he has given us the name of Arpad Hazafi, and he will 
testify under that name today. 

Senator Jounston. We understand all the conditions under which 
you are testifying, and we will try to keep from having you recog- 
nized as much as possible. 

Mr. Morris. Arpad, will you commence to read this statement, and 
we will break in as we go along and ask you questions. 

Mr. Hazart. As I am writing these lines, the struggle for liberty 
is still continuing in Hungary. The nation, even if only for a few 
days, won their liberty and now it is ready to sacrifice its life rather 
than renounce freedom. 

Only a few days ago I was myself in the thick of the fighting of 
Budapest, therefore as a witness I can tell the world about the revo- 
lutionary events. 

Let my writing be conducted with the clearest objectivity, although 
it is difficult to suppress my hate and prejudice. I cannot give you my 
true name as I have beloved ones at home and I fear vengeance. I 
am no coward, but I am filled with fear on account of the suppressing 
trampling on our rights which lasted for 8 years. 

I would like to give a short picture of the revolution, and its prece- 
dents, which raised the tension and finally caused the events of October 
23, 1956, to erupt. 

Let my documentary writing be also the S O S call of my nation, 
as I cannot stand idly by, to see the prophecy expressed by one of our 
poets, who died a 100 years ago, fulfilled. He wrote: 

The grave, in which a nation sinks, is surrounded by other nations, and tears 
fill the eyes of millions, and millions. 

I am no chauvinist, but now I am proud to be the son of this small 
nation. I was always afraid that, in time of danger, people would get 
scared, and they would cowardly and spinelessly submit to their fate. 
I am glad I was wrong. They fought with courage and united, and 
they still fight on for a free and independent Hungary, 

To this struggle, against tyranny and slavery, T tes the help of 
every nation and creed. 
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Ever since 1948, the Soviet-directed MDP (Hungarian Communist 
Party) conducted Hungary’s interior policy and foreign affairs. How 
they conducted it is evident before everybody. 

The situation became worse and worse every year. The Communist 
government, year after year, talked about the raising of the living 
standard but always the opposite happened. The economic situation 
worsened every day. 

A very substantial portion of the nation’s income was spent to in- 
crease the newly established army, and later for its maintenance. 

The greatest part of the produced goods was transported to the 
Soviet. What was left was sold by the state in the West and its value, 
whether in cash or goods, again enriched the Soviet. The barest mini- 
mum only was left for the Hungarian people. 

The main principle of the regime was that everyone in a family 
should work, the husband, wife, and also the children who finished 
school. However, their joint income does not equal the average earned 
by a single person in the Western World. 

Taking into consideration the most important life necessities—rent, 
heat, li ht, gas, transportation, food, clothing—the monthly earning 
of a skilled worker amounted to $35-$45 and those in leading positions 
made about $50. 

Beside the low earnings, one of the principal causes of trouble was 
the Soviet type norm system. Essentially, a task wage (piecework) 
which was changed from time to time so that the workers’ wages could 
not rise. 

The introduction of the norm system caused the constant deteriora- 
tion of the quality of production. The goods which could not satisfy 
the internal demands could be, even with greater difficulty, sold abroad, 
and this only augmented the already existing misery of the people. 

The forcibly executed economic plans—3- and 5-year plans—seem- 
ingly transformed an agrarian country, poor in industrial raw ma- 
terial, into an industrial nation, but the plans were frustrated by the 
continuous lack of raw materials. 

Out of the small community of Dunapentele they created Sztalin- 
varos (Stalin City) and its ironworks. The Communist regime 
proudly announced that this was the workers’ city and the regime’s 
glory. How far this was from the truth is proven by the fact that 

unapentele’s workers even today fight with arms against the Soviet. 
During the last 8 years they tried to fool the workers with constant 
propaganda actions. 

Communist Party members went from house to house trying to 
convince the people that life in Hungary is superior to that in the West, 
where they claimed capitalism was on its last legs, and where, with 
the exception of a small layer of big capitalists, the masses of people 
were starving. Not even the agitators believed that, and those to 
whom they spoke believed it even less. 

The bosses of the regime sometimes started spectacular things in 
an effort to pacify public opinion. It was for this reason they started 
to build the Budapest subway network, upon Soviet advice and pres- 
sure. 

It was well known for a long time that the warm springs under 
Budapest make such undertaking geologically impossible, yet-against 
the strong protests of the Hungarian engineers, they started this proj- 
ect, with Soviet support. This construction project lasted for 4 years 








3198 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


and had to be finally abandoned. Entire city blocks to alleviate the 
great need for houses in Budapest could have been built with the 
money and manpower wasted on that project. 

Mr. Morris. May I break in at this point and just ask you to say 
for the record whether, up until very recently, you have been work- 
ing for the Hungarian Government. 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Continue. 

Mr. Hazart. The forced industrialization was protested even by 
Zoltan Vas on the Communist Party paper in a memorable article. 
Vas lost favor with the Communists but in times of trouble was al- 
ways reinstated because of his organizational ability. 

The Communists in general follow the old Roman custom: “Panem 
et Circenses,” and this they followed in Hungary, too. They built the 
Peoples’ Stadium and, through holding frequent sporting events, at- 
tempt to divert the attention of the people and the outside world from 
the widespread economic and social misery. 

The Soviet Union and its satellites frequently sent their best sports- 
men and artists, under political guardians, to western lands in an 
effort to prove the superiority of the Communist system. These 
events frequently dazzled the free world but we, behind the Iron Cur- 
tain, knew well the face hiding behind the smiling mask. 

With the worsening of the economic situation, the dissatisfaction 
of the workers grew in direct proportion. The peasants were also 
forced into kolkhozes, called collective farms, and those that did not 
join were constantly pressured with extreme food production quotas. 

Mr. Morris. May I break in at this point. All during this period 
of time you are telling us about, you were residing in Budapest; were 
you not ¢ 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And all of these experiences you were seeing daily; 
is that right ? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. You afe now telling us about the experiences you your- 
self observed while living in Budapest with your family ? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And you were a Government worker ¢ 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Proceed. 

Mr Hazart. The Communist leaders, to maintain and secure their 
dictatorship, organized, in addition to the regular army and police 
organs, the cruel AVH (Allamvedelmi Hatosag), Authority for the 
Protection of the State. 

This organization spread fear throughout the entire country and 
in all the people, who were already esltaing greatly from economic 
depression. The slightest disapproval of the regime, corespondence 
with Western relatives or friends, sometimes baseless accusation was 
sufficient to cause arrest, torture, or even death for the people, without 
court trial or verdict. They were imprisoned most times for years. 

In May and June 1951, from Budapest alone, about 60,000 people 
were deported to the countryside, regardless of age and religion. 
Their apartments were confiscated and given to people serving the 
regime. 


Mr. Morris. May I break in there, Arpad ? 
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Mr. Hazart. Yes. 


Mr. Morris. When they were deported to the countryside, that does 
not mean they were deported outside of Hungary; does it? 

Mr. Hazart. No. 

Mr. Morris. They were deported to a certain region of Hungary. 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us where that region was? 

Mr. Hazart. It was near the Soviet border, but not out of the 
country, about in the district of Debreen, Miskolc, Bekescsaba, 
Nyiregyhaza. 

Mr. Morris. Did some of the people return after they had been 
deported to that area? 

Mr. Hazart. In 1953. 

Mr. Morris. In 1953 they began to let some of them back ? 

Mr. Hazari. Yes; but not to Budapest. 

Senator Jonnston. What kind of work did they do when they were 
moved to this countryside? 

Mr. Hazart. They weren’t obliged—they had not to work in the 
countryside, they could live there without working if they had money 
enough. But somebody who had no money, he had to work to earn 
some money. 


Mr. Morris. Proceed. 

Mr. Hazart. The population lived in a fear entirely unknown in 
the free world, as no one knew if a knock on the door meant the 
appearance of AVH men and subsequent imprisonment. In 1953, 
when the Rakosi regime for a short time turned over power to Imre 
Nagy, the deportees were permitted to leave their places and return 
to their homes but not to Budapest. 

Senator Jounsron. When you say they returned to their homes; did 
they get their homes back? 

Mr. Hazari. No; they could return to the district of Budapest, but 
not to Budapest itself. They could live in the district of Budapest. 

Senator Jonnston. But the property that had been confiscated, 
what happened to that, when they forced them out? 

Mr. Hazart. Their apartments were taken on the day of deporta- 
tion, in 1951. 

Mr. Morris. After the apartments were confiscated, what happened ? 

Mr. Hazart. In 1953? 

Senator Jounston. In 1951, when they were forced out of Budapest. 

Mr. Hazart. Those people that were faithful to the Communist 
regime they gave the apartments. 

enator Jounstron. The apartments had been taken away from 
them and given to someone else who was loyal to them? 

Mr. Hazari. Yes; to the Communist regime. 

Senator Jounsron. Proceed. 

Mr. Hazart. But Moscow disliked even that small measure of dem- 
ocratization brought on by the Nagy regime, and therefore these acts 
were soon followed by the Rakosi darkness. 

Life in Hungary became a hopeless treadmill. The much advert'sed 
Soviet culture showed its influence in Hungary, too. We could not 
secure a good book to read and between 1949 and 1955 very seldom 
would the Russians let a good film in. The theaters had excellent 
actors but no plays. 

The campaign and propaganda departments of the Communist 
Party puts its stamp on literature, theater and film, and directs all 
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fields of the art with “socialist realism.” It is not a good painting or 
a statue that does not depict a worker or peasant during work. 

It is understandable that, under such circumstances, people do not 
care to live and struggle. The Communist system completely extin- 
guishes every individual initiative, the state expropriating without 
compensation every individual idea or invention. The people live 
from one day to the other without spirit, goal, or reason. 

After Stalin’s death and the XXth Soviet Party Congress, no 
changes were noted for a long time. Suddenly, as if the Kremlin 
pushed a button, the so-called “democratization” process of the Com- 
munists started. 

The Moscow puppets, who until then followed the Stalin line, now 
started to dance backward, vilifying Stalin and his system, outbidding 
each other in doing so. At the same time the press criticized Stalin 
and his methods, it nevertheless continued to express the Communist 

irit. 

PThe real democratization was actually started by the intelligentsia . 
It is also an interesting symptom of the times, that young men filled 
with Communist ideology were the first ones who dared to give voice 
to non-Communist ideas. 

The DISZ—Federation of the Working Youth—which was a Com- 
munist youth organization, started a debating circle called the Petofi 
K6r. At these debates only young people took part at the start. How- 
ever, later, they were joined by the writers, newspapermen, and scien- 
tists. 

Many speakers, while of Communist belief, criticized sharply the 
sins of the Stalin era and objectively criticized also the mistakes of 
the “new look.” Well-known writers, like Tibor Déry, Tibor Tardos, 
Sandor Fekete, public personalities like Géza Losonczy took part in 
this activity. 

The Moscovite Communist also let its orators speak: Marton 
Horvath, chief editor of the Szabad Nép, Sandor Négridi, chief of 
the party’s propaganda department, as well as Zoltan as, member of 
the Central Committee. 

After a few days, upon the personal request of Matyas Rakosi, the 
Szabad Nép in several articles condemned the debates, and later, on 
the basis of a decision of the Central Committee, the Petéfi circle was 
dissolved. 

The embers continue to glow under the ashes. Great excitement 
and mixed feelings were caused by the publication that Laszl6é Rajk 
and his companions were innocent when they were executed in 1949, 
on the basis of false accusations. 

The people, while they cannot express it, believe that Raékosi and 
his clique are the murderers. They arranged, 6 years after the mur- 
der, a tragicomically looking funeral in the. Kerepesi-ut cemetery. 
Over the metal coffins the falsely sounding unctuous funeral orations 
were held by the murderers themselves. 

The press began to get more and more courage. It was hungry for 
truth, and men who were cut off from the voice of the press fought 
furiously for a copy of the Irodalmi et Gazette—in 
which Gyula Hay, Judith Maridssy, Klara Fehér, and the rest criti- 
cized with cou and with erupting force. 

The “Hétféi Hirlap”—Monday News—appeared on the streets. 
Although it was edited by the same Ivan Boldizsér, who formerly 
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edited Communist popes, and who was the author of the Blue Book 
against Rajk, yet the people clamored for the new newspapers which 
promised a “new slate.” 

This clean slate was stained by blood and terror of the Russian 
forces that interfered in the internal affairs of Hungary. 

While in our Hungary the elimination of the mistakes of Stalin 
and his dedicated disciple Rékosi had only started, events in Poland 
followed each other much faster. Wladislaw Gomulka, the Polish 
Laszlo Rajk, who during the Stalin era spent years in prison, took 
over the leadership of the United Polish Workers Party and imme- 
diately started to fight for the independence of his country. This is 
the pattern which will eventually develop in all the enslaved coun- 
tries because humanity will not forever stand for tyranny and 
despotism. 

r. Morris. Now, Arpad, it might be said of you that you are an 
amateur photographer, or one who has a hobby of photography; is 
that right ? 

Mr. anit Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And when this uprising began, you used your camera 
a ee deal, did ety not? 

r. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, the witness here today has brought in several 
hundred negatives of shots he has taken. 

Mr. Hazart. I beg your pardon; not myself only, but others, too, 
and I have some negatives I took myself. 

Mr. Morris. Of the approximately 300 you have given us, what 
percentage have you personally taken? 

Mr. Hazart. About 75 percent. 

Mr. Morris. And the rest were taken by people that you know, of 
scenes that you know about ? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And you have come to the United States, have you 
not, in order to show the free world these pictures that you and your 
comrades have taken of the uprising? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, we have blown up 10 of these. These photo- 
graphs will accompany the narrative as we go along, and they will 
tell rather graphically precisely how the uprising began. 

Will you read the next paragraph? I think you are going to begin 
with the second paragraph on the next page, are you not? How did 
it start? 

is Alsen: Seo debskiieing thay 

r. Morris. You are skipping that first paragraph ! 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. Pe ee 

How did it start? How did a peaceful demonstration of sympathy 
change into a revolution? Where did they get the arms? How is 
it possible to fight heavy tanks with small arms? These were the 
first questions to which people expected an answer. But let us take 
the events as they occurred : 

Stalin’s prediction. No matter how paradoxical it may sound, 
Stalin himself predicted the Hungarian events, even if he imagined 
them in a different way. In one of the works of the bloody handed 
dictator we read the following: 


A revolution can only break out where a revolutionary soil already exists. 
72723—57—pt. 46——-4 
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Well, this revolutionary soil really very much existed in Hungary. 
The peoples’ bitterness, the 11-year terror and dictatorship, a hope- 
less future, the exposure of the leaders, the constant lies, the disre- 
garding of public opinion, the complete agony of the economic situa- 
tion, all were slowly burning in the alivides'a, waiting for the spark 
to put it into flames. This was the revolutionary soil, wetted by tears 
and blood, and plowed through by wounding and humiliating laws. 

The spark. In the forenoon of October 23, 1956—— 

Mr. Morris. May I break in there. Is this photograph that you 
have of the demonstration the first one? 

Mr. Hazart. That is the first. 

Mr. ‘Morris. This is the scene. You took this picture yourself, 
did you not? 

r. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. What is the scene, then ? 

Mr. Hazart. The scene is Bem Square. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Bem was a Polish general, was he not? 

Mr. Hazart. Polish general in the 1848 revolution in Hungary 
against the Hapsburg monarchy, when the Russians came to help the 
people defeat the Hapsburgs in the Hungarian revolution at that 
time. 

Mr.-Morris. This was a demonstration that was somewhat Polish 
in content ? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. It became that because the university students 
showed sympathy for the Polish people. 

Mr. Morris. And just prior to this was the uprising in Poland 
which brought the Conulilitn government into power; is that right? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And this demonstration was in sympathy for that? 

Mr. Hazart. Sympathy demonstration. 

Mr. Morris. And that was on October 23 ? 

Mr. Hazart. In the afternoon, about 3 p. m. 

Mr. Morris. And this is in Bem Square? 

Mr. Hazart. Bem Square. 

Mr. Morris. And Bem is a Polish prateel. 

Now, what does that picture show ? 

Mr. Hazart. The picture shows the Bem statue, in the upper left 
the Danube River, and our Parliament House. This is the Doreign 
Ministry of Hungary, and there, where you cannot see, is a great 
barracks, military barracks. 

Mr. Morris. Now, the name Budapest, the city takes its name from 
Buda on one side of the Danube, and Pest on the other side? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes, 

Mr. Morris. And this is in the Buda section ? 

Mr. Hazart. The Buda section. 

Mr. Morris. How many people participated in that demonstration ? 

Mr. Hazart. About 25,000. 

Mr. Morris. 25,000. 

Senator, may this picture go into the record at this time? 

Senator Jounston. That will become a part of the record. 

(The picture referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 411” and ap- 
pears on the opposite page :) 
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Mr. Morris. Is there anything that you want to add, or have you 
told us the story about that / 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

In the forenoon of October 23, 1956, everybody knew, although no 
newspaper or radio published it, that there will be a demonstration 
atthe Petofi monument, at 3 p.m. The demonstration was organized 
and led by the university students. They were preparing already in 
the morning the signs which containe a for the 
Poles and which also demanded that Imre Nagy be reinstated in a 
leading State position. 

Mr. Morris. You said, Mr. Hazafi, that was Bem Square. What is 
Petofi Square? 

Mr. Hazart. Petofi is another part of Hungary, on the Pest side; 
they gathered there, and after that they went to Bem Square. 

On some signs it read : 


Let’s talk with the Russians but on equal basis. 
Some other signs said this: 
Let the Russian troops be withdrawn from our land. 


At the entrance of the university the students established a guard 
to prevent, that—for actual provocations—the authorities prohibit 
the meeting, the demonstration. This, notwithstanding Laszlo Piros, 
Minister of Internal Affairs, sent messengers and announced through 
the radio the prohibition of the youth movement. 

This was the moment when it was decided whether the hated AVO 
is Stronger or whether the youth of Hungary has retained its tradi- 
tional desire for freedom, Peter Kucka, the poet, who is also a Com- 
munist, but was silenced during the Rakosi regime—Peter Kucka 
answered in the name of the young that the demonstration will take 
place regardless of the prohibition. 

1a nes. You have taken a picture of Peter Kucka, have you 
not! 

Mr. Hazart. Not of Peter Kucka; he is Peter Veres. 

Mr. Morris. You will come to him later? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. At 2 p. m. the first deputy of the Minister of 
Internal Affairs was obliged to announce before the assembled people 
at the Technological University that the “collective” of the Interior 
Ministry decided to let the demonstration take place, but warned the 
young people of excesses. 

Fekete tried to get at the head of the crowd but he was called down. 
The parade was ready. And the long-awaited demonstration began. 

~ multitude of the youth, for the first time, dared to carry 
signs with slogans which we until then dared only to express to the 


immediate members of our family, and not even that in every family : 
“Get Rakosi before a court.” 
“Out with the Russians.” 
“Let’s have independence,” et cetera, et cetera. 
Men and women on the street stopped and waved to the orderly 
marching youth. 
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At the Petofi monument-statue, Imre Sinkovitz, a young actor, de- 
claimed Petofi’s national song. The mass of the people with tears 
in their eyes repeated with the actor the refrains of the poem: 

“We swear, we swear, we no longer will remain slaves.” The voice 
of the people was terrifying, yet elevating. No police are in sight. 
Order is maintained by the youth wearing armbands. 

Let us go to the Bem monument-statue. Events start to move more 
rapidly. The first flag appears, its center cut out, where the hated 
emblem stood, signifying colonial fate, satellite position. 

At this moment we could have numbered about 60,000. One after 
another new flags appear until someone remembers to put the old 
Kossuth coat of arms on the flag in lieu of the cutout Communist 
emblem. A new flag was made by the mass. 

In the meantime we all sang the Hungarian National Hymn, the 
Szozat appeal to the nation. This was followed by Peter Veres, who 
from the top of a loudspeaker car read the demands of the Hungarian 
writers, which on the whole corresponded with the demands of the 
young people. 

Mr. Morris. This is a phoney In this photograph Peter Veres 
is the gentleman with the mustache, just to the left of the right hand 
clenched ? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes, he is Peter Veres, who is the leader of the writers’ 
association in Hungary. 

Mr. Morris. Did you take that photograph, too? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes, 

Mr. Morris. Senator, may that photograph go into the record ? 

Senator JOHNSTON. Hearing no objection, it will be made a part of 
the record. 

(‘The ae referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 412” and 
appears on p. 3206.) 





‘aiunbg weg 318 
S]Uepnhys ZuyjVijsuoulep Jo Ul (punoiZa10J UT puBy payouslo ay} Aq Uspprly A[j.1ed ST pve oSOYA UBUT poyouIsNM) sete, Jae 


m 
& 
ee 
< 
be 
M 
a 
& 
z 
& 
Bs 
~~ 
4 ¢ 
Zz 
E § 
5 
< 
sal 
& 
m— 
> 
© 
Dm 
by 
©o 
& 
a 
© 
oO 
mM 
co 
© 
N 
oo 





‘ 
, SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED sTaTes 3207 


Mr. Hazart. Tibor Deri, head of the Hungarian writers, intended 
to speak, but on account of the narrow space could not reach the car. 

Let’s go to the Parliament. Again we started and marched in 
orderly lines, now only with Hungarian flags, the new Hungarian 
flags, to the Parliament. During the march we were joined by work- 
ers returning from work so that, before the Parliament, already 
ee men shouted their rightful demands. They were in a boiling 
mood. 

Put out the red star on the Parliament roof! Notwithstanding the 
fact that many young men called to attention that the red star also 
is a symbol of the workers and the proletariat, those in the Parliament 
building put out the red star’s light. Those in the Parliament did 
everything possible to calm the mass. But they have lied too much 
in the past, and they were clumsy, too. 

Thirdly, just those who for years talked about the people and the 
workers, have failed to recognize the strength of the mass. 

“We won’t move from here until we hear from Imre Nagy that 
our demands will be fulfilled.” 

A crowd of 150,000 stood there like one man. The streetcars 
stopped on Kossuth Lajos ene The Parliament is deaf. Then 
a thin voice is heard from the Parliament: 

“Give us 20 minutes. Comrade Imre Nagy is on the way, and the 
loudspeaker is being set up.” 

It became dark in the meantime. Various cars with loudspeakers 
are among the crowd, but the people did not let everyone to speak. 

The 20 minutes are up and another characteristic deceit takes place. 
Instead of the promised loudspeakers by which the situation could 
have been saved, had Imre Nagy been at the microphone, the street 
lighting went out on Kossuth Lajos Square, 150,000 people stand 
there, stamping on each other, choking in the crowd and in darkness. 
Who could have thought of such abysmal meanness. Whoever he 
was, he did not realize what a mass can do if they really want some- 
thing. 

This baseness is characteristic of the Communists, of their depravity 
and cynicism, but better yet how they underestimate men. They 
figured that the crowd, like a little child, with the coming of darkness, 
will decide to quit and go to bed. Instead, clever young men impro- 
vised torches from newspapers. It was a wonderful sight to see 
10,000 lighted torches. 

Imre Nagy is constantly delayed, the crowd becomes more and more 
impatient. Let us go to the Stalin monument but no longer to declaim 
poems but to pull it down. 

In the meantime, Imre Nagy arrives. 

“Comrades”—he starts to speak but the crowd interrupts him. 
“There are no more comrades. We all are Magyars—Hungarians. 
Let us have some light on Imre Nagy.” The lights of three pocket 
electric lamps now shine on Imre Nagy, who continues his speech. 

In the meantime, someone else spoke through the Hungarian radio, 
someone who was hated by the entire Hungarian nation. It was Erno 
Gero, who made a speech calling the demonstrating university stu- 
dents Fascist mob and bandits. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know, as a matter of fact, whether Erno Gero 
was killed? There are reports that he was. 
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Mr. Hazart. I have heard that he was killed, but I am not sure that 
he was. 

He did this at the same time while Imre Nagy declared from a 
Parliament balcony loudspeaker that the demand of young people and 
the Hungarian workers—no longer comrades—were justified. 

“Imre Nagy to the radio” was the new slogan. Many marched to 
the radio station. Now the demonstration is held simultaneously in 
three places. At the Parliament, where Imre Nagy speaks, at the 
radio station where tear-gas bombs were thrown at the defenseless 
crowd and at the Stalin monument, where they unsuccessfully tried 
to pull down the statue with three tractors. God knows from where 
they got a couple of torch pistols, and now they try to cut down the 
statue of the hated dictator. 

The first Soviet tanks appear but they are only onlookers. It is 
somehow characteristic of the entire political situation as the Stalin 
statue leans and leans, yet it is still held by its boots. It’s pulled 
strongly by the tractors, the torch pistols work feverishly and the 
statue while bending, still stands. the crowd erupts in cheers. 

In the meantime, news continues to flow from the Parliament, from 
the radio station, brought by civilian motorists or shouted from motor- 
trucks. At the radio station people were shot at. We go there by 
truck. Looking back from the Dozsa Gyorgy Street we still see how 
the Stalin statue falls forward with a tremendous noise to the ground. 

So far I have written down myself. In a few days I will have 
finished about the revolution. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Hazafi, were you yourself ever a Communist? 

Mr. Hazart. No. 

Mr. Morris. How is it that you never joined the Communist Party, 
even though you worked for the Hungarian Communist government ? 

Mr. Hazart. I hadn’t because I hated the idea myself, and I heard 
by my father that communism is slavery. And so understood after 
1949 that it wouldn’t be a good thing to be a Communist, to work for 
the—I don’t know if I could speak leila English, but perhaps you 
understand what I am saying. 

Senator Jonnston. Did the ones in authority over you know that 
you were not a Communist ? 

Mr. Hazart. I have never been a Communist. 

Mr. Morris. The Senator asked if your superior knew that you were 
not a Communist. 

Mr. Hazart. Yes, they knew. 

Mr. Morris. They knew what the Communist Party rolls were? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And they knew that you were not a Communist? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. What percentage of all the people were Communists, 
under a Communist regime, roughly what percentage? 

Mr. Hazar1. Communists, or party members? 

Mr. Morris. Party members. 

Mr. Hazart. I don’t know. ane I think, 15, 20 percent. 

Mr. Morris. About 15 or 20 percent 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. But I am not sure; perhaps more, perhaps less. 
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Mr. Morris. You have described here the original outbreak of this 
Hungarian revolution ? 
Mr. Hazart. Yes. 


Mr. Morris. Do you have any knowledge that the United States 


or any foreign government took part at all in causing this original 
demonstration ? 


Mr. Hazart. Ask it once more. 

_Mr. Morris. Did the United States or any other government out- 
side of Hungary spark or give rise to this revolution ? 

Mr. Hazart. No. I knew that this revolution was not for foreign 
interests, it was for Hungarians, made by Hungarians themselves, 
and it was quite spontaneous. 

Mr. Morris. You say it was spontaneous? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And you have described the spontaneity of it in this 
paper that you have prepared for us? 

r. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Now, I wonder if we may get back to the photographs 
here. These tell the next part of the story, do they not, Arpad? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 
me Morris. This is the third photograph. Was this taken by 
you ! 

Mr. Hazart. This photograph was taken by me on the 24th, after 
the day of the outbreak of the revolution, and shows the Stalin statue 
on the ground. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, this was torn down, as you told us in 
your narrative, on the night of the 23d, and it was taken by tractors 
over to the National Square ? 

r. E . Yes. 

This is the most traffic point of Budapest. It is before our Na- 
tional Theater on the corner of Dozsa Gyorgy Street. 

Mr. Morris. Now, there are marks on the statue? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes, there are descriptions. For instance, “W. C.” 
means “water closet.” 

Mr. Morris. And what does “STRKI” mean ? 

Mr. Hazart. I cannot tell 

Mr. Morris. You told us in executive session it was a “low gigolo.” 

Mr. Hazart. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. And that is somewhat censored ¢ 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And is there anything else now about that photograph 
that you think we should know 

Mr. Hazart. I cannot tell about that. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, may this photograph go into the record? 

Senator Jounston. Hearing no opposition, it will be made a part 
of the record. 
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(The photograph referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 413” and 
appears below :) 
Exuisit No. 413 


The statue of the 
acetylene torches, at- 


Stalin Square to the corner of Ring 
face of the statue is 


On the 


Stalin statue in Budapest. 
in the city, 


as cut off at the knees by Hungarian patriots using 


tached to tractors with ropes, and dragged 2 miles from 
and Rakoezi Streets—center of the heaviest traffic 


despised dictator w 
chalked the letters ““W. 





Students and workers gather around the demolished 


Mr. Hazart. This photograph was made on the same day. 
Mr. Morris. This is still October 24? 
Mr. Hazart. 24th of October. 


And this tank was taken from the Soviet Army. It is a T-34 type 
Soviet tank, with the Hungarian flag on the top of the tank. And 
they went with this tank to the Parliament House at noon, and before 
the Parliament House they demanded their rights, 30,000 people were 
demonstrating there on the Kossuth Lajos Square. And then the 





C.” (water closet). 
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people were surrounded by Soviet tanks, and from the roof of the 
upper house, it was the Ministry of Agriculture, the AVO shot the 
people. 

Mr. Morris. This, now, is a captured tank—we call this photograph 
No. 4—this is a Russian tank, a T-34 type 

Mr. Hazart. I am not really an expert, but I think it is a T-34 type. 

Mr. Morris. This was captured 

Mr. Hazart. By the freedom fighters. 

Mr. Morris. By the freedom fighters, and there some of them are 
mounting it, and they are en route to the Parliament House where 
there is a demonstration taking place; is that right? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And in front of the Parliament House already 30,000 
nee have gathered ¢ 

r. Hazari. Yes; there have been about 34,000 people. 

Mr. Morris. While these people were demonstrating in front of 
Parliament House, Russian people opened fire on the crowd? 

Mr. Hazart. The AVO people. 

Mr. Morris. They first fired on the crowd ? 

Mr. Hazart. From the roof of the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Mr. Morris. Then did the Russian tanks open fire ¢ 

Mr. Hazart. The Russian tanks opened fire onto the square. 

Mr. Morris. And how many people were kiiled and wounded ? 

Mr. Hazart. About-600 people were killed and wounded. 

Mr. Morris. Is there anything else now about that photograph No. 4 
that we should know ? 

Mr. Hazart. I can relate, perhaps, that on the ee side is a 
drug store fired out in the night, during the battle, during the night 
from the 23d to the 24th, there was a drug store there. 

Mr. Morris. You took this photograph, did you ? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, may this go into the record ? 

Senator Jounston. This will be made a part of the record. 
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(The photograph referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 414” and 
appears below :) 
Exuisit No. 414 


80,000 gathered to demonstrate. 


People have captured tank, placed on it the Hungarian national flag, and are 


taking it to Parliament House where 





October 24. 


Mr. Morris. That is photograph No. 5. 

Mr. Hazart. No. 5 shows a window shop on about the 26th-27th, 
with the inscription : 

“Free Election With U. N. Supervision.” 

The people wanted free elections, but they knew that unless it was 
with United Nations supervision, it wouldn’t be free. 

Mr. Morris. And a literal translation of that is “Free election with 
U. N. supervision” ? 
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Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And this was taken on what date ? 

Mr. Hazarr. The 26th or 27th, I don’t remember. 

Mr. Morris. And the window is on Rakosi Square ? 

Mr, Hazari. Yes. 

Mr, Morris. And who was Rakosi? 

Mr. Hazart. Rakosi was the 17th century great Hungarian revolu- 
tionist and freedom fighter, whe led revolutions in the 17th century. 

Mr. Morris. And - needs to be distinguished from the Rakosi 
who is one of the Communist leaders of Hungary ? 

Mr. Hazart. He is not the same. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, may picture No. 5 go into the record? 

Senator Jounston. This will become a part of the record. 
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Mr. Morris. Photograph No. 6. 

Mr. Hazari. This photograph shows a bookstore on Kossuth 
Square. 

r. Morris. And the building on the right is what building? 

Mr. Hazart. This building is the Hungarian-Soviet Friendship 
House, and that is a bookstore from which the people order Soviet 
books and newspapers, they were taken to the street and put to flame. 

Mr. Morris. What is the name of the bookstore ? 

Mr. Hazart. Horizont. 

Mr. Morris. Translated, “Horizon” in English ? 

Mr. Hazari. Yes. 
oon Morris. And what is depicted in that scene? What do you see 
there ¢ 

Mr. Hazari. The people have put out from the store all the Rus- 
sian books and newspapers in the street, and it was put to flame. 

Mr. Morris. Burned up? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Did you take that particular photograph? 

Mr. Hazart. I don’t remember; I was there, but I don’t remember 
whether it was mine or some of my friends’. 

Mr. Morris. But you were on the scene and you witnessed that ? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes, I have seen it. 

Mr. Morris. And may photograph No. 6 go into the record? 


Senator Jonnston. Photograph No. 6 will become a part of the 
record. 
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reproduced below :) 
ExuIsit No. 416 


Workers and students burn books and plates from the Soviet library and book- 
store Horizont in Kossuth Lajos Square. We rejoice to see the hated Commu- 
nist and Russian books go up in flames! 


Mr. Morris. Next, No. 7; you did not take this photograph ? 

Mr. Hazart. No; but a friend of mine took it. It was made, I think 
he mentioned, in Dumbovar. And it is the first edition of the free 
press. 
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Mr. Morris. This is the first edition of the free press ? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr: Morris. How long was this free press printed ? 

Mr. Hazart. Only, I think, 2 or 3 days. 

Mr. Morris. And what is it called ? 

Mr. Hazart. Truth, Igazshaz. 

Mr. Morris. Igazshaz is the Hungarian for the English word 
“truth?” 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And thesc people are dancing with joy; is that it / 

Mr. Hazari, Yes; they jumped up from a truck. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, may that No. 7 go into the record ? 

Senator Jounsron. No. 7 shall become a part of the record. 

(The photograph referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 417” and is 
reproduced below :) 


Exursit No. 417 





The first issue of the new Hungarian free press reaches a village outside Buda- 
pest. Peasants eagerly grab copies of Igazsag (Truth) as they are thrown 
from a truck. 
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Mr. Hazari. No. 8 shows a freedom fighter on the street, Rakosi 
Street. There was shooting, and people on the opposite side and here, 
too, were hidden behind trees and other places. The shooting was 
going on in the district of the Rakosi Hospital. 

Mr. Morris. That is Rakosi Street, and Rakosi Hospital 

Mr. Hazart. Rakosi Street and Rakosi Hospital. 

Mr. Morris. And did you take that particular picture ? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, may this go into the record as photograph 
No. 8? 

Senator Jonnston. It will become a part of the record. 

(The photograph referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 418” and is 
reproduced on p. 3219.) 
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Exursit No, 418 


A freedom fighter with an automatic rifle captured from the Soviets stands guard 
on Rakosi Street as the battle between patriots and Soviet tanks continues in 
the direction of the Rakosi Hospital. On Ulloi Road a children’s hospital was 
fired on by Soviet tanks. 
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Mr. Morris. Photograph No. 9. 

Mr. Hazart. Photograph No. 9 shows a dead freedom fighter, with 
the Hungarian flag covering him, with the inscription: “You didn’t 
die for nothing.” 

Mr. Morris. You translated it before as: “You died for our free- 
dom ¢” 

Mr. Hazart. Yes, “You died for our freedom.” 

Mr. Morris. Is that what it says: “You died for our freedom” ? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And the Hungarian national flag is there ? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And the flowers are strewn alongside of the body? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. You took that picture? 

Y 


Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. May that photograph go into the record as photo- 
graph No. 9? 

Gnatee Jounston. Photograph No. 9 will become a part of the 


record. 








ee ee Nee] 


FL ONIN, ER RE Re RRO REE de an a IA TE 


SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 322] 


_ (The photograph referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 419” and 
is reproduced below :) 


Exursir No. 419 





A Hungarian freedom fighter in death is covered with the Hungarian national 
flag and an inscription which says, “You died for our freedom.” 
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Mr. Morris. And photograph No. 10. 

Mr. Hazarr. Another freedom fighter, dead freedom fighter, lying 
covered with flowers. I didn’t make it myself, it was made by a 
friend of mine. 

Mr. Morris. Who is the man on the lower left who is in the uniform ? 

Mr. Hazart. He is, I think, a railway man. 

Mr. Morris. And he is legless ¢ 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. May this go into the record ? 

Senator Jonnston. It will become a part of the record. 

(The photograph referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 420” and 
is reproduced on p. 3223.) 








| 
| 


SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 3223 


ExuHIsBit No. 420 


Bodies of freedom fighters which lie on a Budapest sidewalk are covered with 
flowers. A legless veteran—a victim of World War Il—is among the 
mourners. 
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Mr. Morris. Now, will you continue for us in the future your narra- 
tive, just as you have told us today ¢ 

Mr. Hazarr. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Now, in addition to that, there are certain questions we 
would like to ask you. 

Were you designated by the fighting forces back in Hungary to come 
and tell this story to the United States and to the United Nations? 

Mr. Hazart. No, I myself, I had the idea myself to come to the 
free world to show what happened in Hungary, and to ask help from 
the free nations for my people. 

Mr. Morris. Do you plan to go to the United Nations with your 


story ¢ 

Mr. Hazart. Yes; if it is possible, I shall tell it to the United Nations, 
before the United Nations. 

Mr. Morris. Did you fraternize with any of the Russian soldiers, 
did you mix with and talk with at any time any of the Russian 
soldiers? : 

Mr. Hazari. During my—— 

Mr. Morris. At any time. 

Mr. Hazart. Yes; I have. 

Mr. Morris. Now, what was their attitude toward the Hungarian 
people, for the most part? Did they like the Hungarian people, were 
they well disposed toward them ? 

Mr. Hazart. They showed us they were delighted, but everybody 
knew it wasn’t true. 

Mr. Morris. Did you have any experiences whatever as to Russian 
forces joining with you in this demonstration, this uprising? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Did any of the Russian officers or men at all participate 
with you? 

Mr. Hazart. On the second or third day it happened that Russian 
tanks, a few Russian tanks, joined with the revolutionary youths, 
and they let the people put out Hungarian national flags on the tanks. 
Everybody had the feeling that the Russians in this town and the 
second time would help the people against the hated secret policemen. 

Mr. Morris. The feeling was that the Russian soldiers and the 
Russian officers would help you against the secret police? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. And perhaps it was so, because I thought that 
these soldiers were Ukrainians, and later I heard that the Russians 
had changed their troops, and their troops were Mongolian troops. 

Mr. Morris. In other words, the first troops who seemed to be well 
disposed and whom the people thought would possibly join with 
them, they were replaced, they being inians for the most part, 
they were replaced by Mongolians? 

Mr. Hazart. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. And when did that change take place ? 

Mr. Hazart. During the first 6 days. 

Mr. Morris. Did you have any dealing with the AVH either before 
or after this uprising? 

Mr. Hazart. Not myself; no. 

Mr. Morris. Did you witness any of the torture chambers ? 

Mr. Hazart. No; I did not. 
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Mr. Morris. Now, you used the expression “AVO.” Is that any 
different from AVH? 

Mr. Hazart. The AVH is Allamvedelmi Hatosag, national security 
authorities, and the AVO is the national security section. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, I would suggest, then, in view of the fact that 
this man has been pressured, he worked very late last night with us on 
the pictures—we have, as I say, two or three hundred of these things. 

I think, Senator, with a little more time we can have a subsequent 
hearing in which we will complete the narrative and make available 
the rest of the pictures. 

Senator Jounston. Speaking for the subcommittee, I wish to thank 
you for coming here and giving us this information. 

I personally think it clearly shows that the people of your country 
are not satisfied with the conditions there, and, if given an opportunity, 
they will throw off the yoke of communism in your country. These 
pictures show that you are willing to give your lives for that. 

I think that it will be well that you i it as soon as possible, in order 
to save a country. I can say that myself. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, the next session of the committee will be at 
10: 30 tomorrow, when we will hear Lt. Gen. John W. O’Daniel, who 
was formerly the commanding officer of the Hawaiian Islands. 

His testimony will be in connection with the subcommittee’s forth- 
coming inquiry on communism in the Hawaiian Islands. That will 
be tomorrow morning at 10: 30. 

We will work further with this witness and develop further the 
narrative and the photographs. 

(Whereupon, at 4:15 p. m., the subcommittee recessed, to reconvene 
at 10: 30 a. m., Friday, November 16, 1956.) 
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